
MYA Generic A&B Class Rules comments - replies 
 
General 
 
Formatting will be carried out when all documents are finalised to achieve consistency and, 
where it does not conflict with legibility/clarity, a reduction in length. 
 
Words used in their ERS defined sense will be emboldened. Words used in their RRS defined 
sense will be italicised. Cross references will be checked. 
 
We are grateful for the corrections of a typographic/housekeeping nature. 
 
Please see replies regarding other comments. 
 
MYA3 
You IRSA have the power to enforce the rule about more than one certificate and so should use 
it. 
 
Not sure what effective action might be taken. We could ask any country that we know accepts 
more than one certificate as valid to withdraw all certificates except one per boat. As they are 
ignoring existing rules I would assume they would also ignore this particular request. They would 
see their action as justified because they want to benefit from their action within their own 
country.  
 
If they did respond positively to the request, what would they do exactly? Ask for all sailors to 
send certificates back except one perhaps. Would the sailors respond? 
 
Clearly their competitors may choose from two or more certificates when entering events in 
other countries but I fail to see how the race committee can detect whether the certificate they 
see is valid or not. If the race committee contact the certification authority and all the certificates 
are dated and timed the same, then nothing is achieved.  
 
Certificates have no expiry date. It is never possible to tell by looking at a certificate if it is valid.  
Many sailors will have previously issued certificates in their files. Even those dated differently to 
the most recent one would probably be happily accepted at events. 
 
Only by quizzing a (compliant) certification authority in some way, or by having the currently 
valid certificate for every boat posted on line, is it possible to detect whether a certificate is valid. 
Even then there exists the possibility that a friendly certification authority will post whatever 
certificate the competitor requests on the morning of the event. And a competitor may attend 
with a handful of boats and use the one he prefers. That would be acceptable whereas a single 
boat with several certificates would not. Unfair and unreasonable? I think so. 
 
Having certificates for boats declared to the race committee in advance of the event would work 
but this requires positive policing carried out by the race committee for the event. This may be a 
viable solution to the perceived problem but its success in entirely in the hands of the organising 
authority and race committee. It is not a class rules solution.  
 
MYA4 
Clause number. 
Agree-done 
 
MYA5 

this should indicate to the registrars that they were not supposed to cheat. Of course they could 
still cheat, but then that might make the penalty imposed by IRSA worse. If all competitors for 
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international events from that country were affected by this, it would have the effect of removing 
this cheating. 
Would not a CA intent on helping their sailors simply use the same date and time? In any case 
the problem remains of detecting a certificate that is not valid. 
 
MYA6 

As there is little support for multiple certificates this clause needs to be reinstated. IRSA then 
needs to use all of the rules at its disposal to enforce the rules at the DNM not complying with 
this rule. A 3.4 would be useful in this respect. 
Currently this clause does not work. Re-instating it will not make it work. There needs to be 
some other mechanism. 
 

MYA7 

There is little support in the UK for having more than one certificate. We believe that the current 
rule should remain and IRSA should take action against the DNMs, certification authority, 
registrars official measurers and competitors who have been following this non-compliant 
practice. 
 

A.3.4 makes it quite clear that the so has the power to take action against the current cheating.  
 

Please do so. 
 

See above comments. The solution for the MYA may be to use a system of race entry with pre-
registration of certificates that achieves what it wishes for. The difficulty I see is producing a 
system that works across borders and the current proposal is a means of levelling the playing 
field in the absence of a workable solution. 
 
However, If the MYA or another DNM would like to develop a realistic process that can 
effectively identify those using multiple certificates and a follow up process that stamps out the 
problem for individuals and in general, I am sure that other DNMs would look carefully at such a 
process as a model they could also use. This may well be of benefit to the radio sailing sport. 
 

 

  
 
End 
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